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A f o r m e r  member o f  t h e  M a r i n e  Corps 
claims p a y m e n t  of a m i l i t a r y  Basic A l l o w -  
a n c e  f o r  Q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  per iod from 
J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 7 4 ,  t o  March 4 ,  1975,  t h e  
d a t e  o f  h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  a c t i v e  d u t y .  
H i s  c la im was f i r s t  received i n  t h e  
G e n e r a l  A c c o u n t i n g  O E f i c e  o n  November 7, 
1 9 8 5 .  H i s  claim may n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d ,  
s i n c e  h i s  c la im a c c r u e d  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  
d a t e  of h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  from service a n d  
t h e  B a r r i n g  A c t ,  31 U.S.C. S 3 7 0 2 ( b ) ,  bars 
c o n s i d e r a t i i o n  of claims r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  
G e n e r a l  A c c o u n t i n g  O f f i c e  more t h a n  
6 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e y  h a v e  a c c r u e d .  

M r .  Q icha rd  L u n a  C l r j i I s s  a m i l i t a r y  Basic A l l o w a n c e  for  
Q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  time b e t w e e n  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 7 4 ,  a n d  March 4 ,  
1 9 7 5 ,  when h e  was s e r v i n g  o n  a c t i v e  d u t y  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  M a r i n e  Corps. l /  W e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  h i s  c la im i s  
barred b y  t h e  6 - y e a r - l i m i t a t i o n  period prescribed b y  s t a t u t e  
f o r  c l a i m s  c o g n i z a b l e  by o u r  O f f i c e .  

Bac ku r o u n d  

U n d e r  t h e  p a y  a n d  a l l o w a n c e s  s y s t e m  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  
member5 of t h e  u n i f o r m e d  s e r v i c e s ,  a c t i v e  d u t y  s e r v i c e  
members who  a r e  n o t  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  G o v e r n m e n t  q u a r t e r s  
a d e q u a t e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s  i f  t h e y  
h a v e  d e p e n d e n t s ,  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a Basic A l l o w a n c e  f o r  
Q u a r t e r s .  As t h e  name i m p l i e s ,  t h e  p u r p o s e  of t h i s  
a l l o w a n c e  is t o  reimburse s e r v i c e  members €or p e r s o n a l  
e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  i n  a c q u i r i n q  n o n - G o v e r n m e n t  h o u s i n q  when 

- ' /  T h i s  a c t i o n  L S  i n  ce.;ponse t o  a l e t t e r  d a t e d  Novem- 
5er  1, 1 9 8 5 ,  w i t h  e n c l o s u r e s ,  from t h e  Cm,rlandina 
O f f i c e r  of t h e  M a r i n e  C o r p s  F i n a n c e  ; 7en te r ,  who 
forwarded  Yr. L u n a ' s  s l 3 i m  w i t h  a r e q u e s t  €or a 
d e c i s i o n .  
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rent-free G o v e r n m e n t  l i v i n  q u a r t e r s  are  n o t  f u r n i s h e d  t o  
t h e m  a n d  t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s  .4/ 

T h e  records b e f o r e  u s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  M r .  L u n a  e n l i s t e d  
i n  t h e  Marine Corps o n  J u n e  21, 1972, a n d  t h a t  h e  served o n  
a c t i v e  d u t y  c o n t i n u o u s l y  t h e r e a f t e r  u n t i l  t h e  time o f  h i s  
d i s c h a r g e  o n  March 4, 1975. On a form dated September 16, 
1974, h e  a p p l i e d  f o r  a Basic  A l l o w a n c e  for  Q u a r t e r s  predi-  
cated o n  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  d e p e n d e n c e  upon  him.  H e  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  s h e  was t h e n  r e s i d i n g  i n  p r i v a t e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  i n  
A u s t i n ,  T e x a s ,  a n d  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  s h e  h a d  b e e n  d e p e n d e n t  
u p o n  h im €or  more t h a n  o n e - h a l f  of h e r  s u p p o r t  s i n c e  J u n e  1 ,  
1974. H e  claimed t h e  a l l o w a n c e  commencing  o n  J u l y  15, 1974, 
b u t  l a t e r  claimed e n t i t l e m e n t  re t roac t ive  t o  J a n u a r y  1 ,  
1974. M a r i n e  Corps o f f i c i a l s  s e n t  a l e t t e r  t o  h i s  m o t h e r  
r e q u e s t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  h e r  i n c o m e ,  a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  
t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  h e r  f i n a n c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  
c a u s e d  h e r  t o  become d e p e n d e n t  upon  h e r  son. S h e  d i d  n o t  
r e s p o n d ,  a n d  t h e  c o n c e r n e d  M a r i n e  Corps o f f i c i a l s  c o n s e -  
q u e n t l y  d i d  n o t  a p p r o v e  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  a l l o w a n c e  t o  him.  

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  i n  1984 M r .  Luna  r e n e w e d  h i s  claim f o r  
t h e  Basic A l l o w a n c e  f o r  Q u a r t e r s ,  a n d  he  t h e n  i n d i c a t e d  t o  
t h e  M a r i n e  Corps t h a t  h i s  mother  had n o t  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  
l e t t e r  o f  i n q u i r y  s e n t  to  h e r  i n  1974 because s h e  h a d  n o t  
u n d e r s t o o d  i t .  M a r i n e  Corps o f f i c i a l s  t h e n  a d v i s e d  h im t h a t  
h i s  claim c o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  be c o n s i d e r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
B a r r i n g  A c t ,  s i n c e  more t h a n  6 y e a r s  had e lapsed  f r o m  t h e  
time of h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  from a c t i v e  d u t y .  M r .  Luna  h a s  
a p p a r e n t l y  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h i s  a d v i c e ,  a n d  
t h e  o f f i c i a l s  h a v e  r e f e r r e d  t h e  matter h e r e  f o r  r e v i e w .  

A n a l y s i s  a n d  C o n c l u s i o n  

S u b s e c t i o n  3 7 0 2 ( a )  of t i t l e  31, r J n i t e d  S t a t e s  Code, 
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  except  a s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by l a w  t h e  
Comptroller G e n e r a l  s h a l l  s e t t l e  a l l  claims a g a i n s t  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  B a r r i n g  A c t  of O c t o b e r  9 ,  
1940, a s  amended a n d  now c o d i f i e d  a t  s u b s e c t i o n  3702(b), 
f u r t h e r  p r o v i d e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  a n y  s u c h  claim m u s t  be  
r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  Comptroller G e n e r a l  w i t h i n  6 y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  

- 2/ 37 U . S . C .  S 4 0 3 .  See, g e n e r a l l y ,  G u n n e r y  S e r g e a n t  
Vic tore  E .  McDonald ,  USMC, 6 0  Comp. Gen.  1 5 4 ,  1 5 6  
( 1 9 8 1 ) .  
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date it first accrued. Under that provision of law a claim 
not received in our Office within the 6-year period is 
barred, notwithstanding that it may have been filed with 
another Government agency at some earlier time./ We have 
no authority to waive any of the provisions of the Barring 
Act or to make any exceptions to the time limitations it 
imposes.!/ 

In the present case, we find that Mr. Luna's claim for 
the military quarters allowance payments in question could 
have "accrued," or come into existence, no later than the 
date of his separation from active duty with the Marine 
Corps on March 4 ,  1975.  We first received his claim on 
November 7 ,  1 9 8 S ,  well over 6 years later. Hence, we are 
precluded by the Barring Act, 3 1  U . S . C .  S 3702(b), from con- 
sidering his claim, reqardless of any circumstances that 
night explain or mitigate the lapse of time, or the 
claimant's delay in pursuing the matter. 

Accordingly, payment may not issue on Mr. Luna's claim. 

1 
Acting Comptrolleg General 

of the United States 

- 3 /  See, e.g., Jack C. Smith, et al., 6 3  Comp. Gen. 5 9 4 ,  
596 (1984); and Frederick C. Welch, 62 Comp. Gen. 80, 
83 ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  

- 4 /  Frederick C. Welch, s u p r a ,  6 2  Comp. Gen. at 83. 
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